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THE STRAITS CONVENTION OF 1923
THE REGIME UNDER THE LAUSANNE CONVENTION
IN Art. 23 of the Treaty of Lausanne, signed on July 24,
1923, by the representatives of the British Empire, France,
Italy, Japan, Greece, Rumania, Yugoslavia and Turkey, the
signatories agreed
"to recognize and declare the principle of freedom of transit
and of navigation, by sea and by air, in time of peace as in
time of war, in the strait of the Dardanelles, the Sea of
Marmora and the Bosphorus, as prescribed in the separate
Convention signed this day, regarding the regime of the
Straits."1
The "Convention relating to the Straits" signed the same
day reiterated, in Art. i, the principle of freedom declared
in Art. 23 of the Lausanne treaty and an annex to Art. 2 laid
down detailed rules to govern the passage of merchant ves-
sels, warships and aircraft, both civil and military, through
the Dardanelles, the Bosphorus and the Sea of Marmora, all
of which were comprised under the general term of the
"Straits." These rules called for full freedom of passage
day and night for merchant vessels (including hospital
1For the text of the Lausanne treaty, see British Treaty Series No. 16
(1923). Cmd. 1929.
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